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in the plan and the TIP the partici-
pating agencies may request the devel-
opment of final environmental decision 
documents required under NEPA for 
such major transportation invest-
ments, culminating in the execution of 
a Record of Decision or Finding of No 
Significant Impact by the FHWA and/
or the FTA. 

(g) Major investment studies may 
lead to decisions that modify the 
project design concept and scope as-
sumed in the plan development process. 
In this case, the study shall lead to the 
specification of a project’s design con-
cept and scope in sufficient detail to 
meet the requirements of the U.S. EPA 
conformity regulations (40 CFR part 
51). 

(h) Major investment studies are eli-
gible for funds authorized under sec-
tions 8, 9 and 26 of the Federal Transit 
Act (49 U.S.C. app. 1607, 16072, and 1622) 
and planning and capital funds appor-
tioned under title 23, U.S.C., and shall 
be included in the UPWP. If CMAQ, 
STP, NHS, or other capital funds ad-
ministered by the FHWA are utilized 
for this purpose, the study must also be 
included in the TIP. 

(i) Where the environmental process 
has been completed and a Record of De-
cision or Finding of No Significant Im-
pact has been signed, § 450.318 does not 
apply. Where the environmental proc-
ess has been initiated but not com-
pleted, the FHWA and the FTA shall be 
consulted on appropriate modifications 
to meet the requirements of this sec-
tion. 

[58 FR 58064, Oct. 28, 1993, as amended at 61 
FR 67175, Dec. 19, 1996]

§ 450.320 Metropolitan transportation 
planning process: Relation to man-
agement systems. 

(a) Within all metropolitan areas, 
congestion, public transportation, and 
intermodal management systems, to 
the extent appropriate, shall be part of 
the metropolitan transportation plan-
ning process required under the provi-
sions of 23 U.S.C. 134 and 49 U.S.C. 5303–
5305. 

(b) In TMAs designated as nonattain-
ment for ozone or carbon monoxide, 
Federal funds may not be programmed 
for any project that will result in a sig-
nificant increase in carrying capacity 

for single occupant vehicles (a new 
general purpose highway on a new loca-
tion or adding general purpose lanes, 
with the exception of safety improve-
ments or the elimination of bottle-
necks) unless the project results from a 
congestion management system (CMS) 
meeting the requirements of 23 CFR 
part 500. Such projects shall incor-
porate all reasonably available strate-
gies to manage the SOV facility effec-
tively (or to facilitate its management 
in the future). Other travel demand re-
duction and operational management 
strategies, as appropriate for the cor-
ridor, but not appropriate for incorpo-
ration into the SOV facility itself, 
shall be committed to by the State and 
the MPO for implementation in a time-
ly manner, but no later than the com-
pletion date for the SOV project. 
Projects that had advanced beyond the 
NEPA stage prior to April 6, 1992, and 
which are actively advancing to imple-
mentation, e.g., right-of-way acquisi-
tion has been approved, shall be 
deemed programmed and not subject to 
this provision. 

(c) In TMAs, the planning process 
must include the development of a 
CMS that provides for effective man-
agement of new and existing transpor-
tation facilities through the use of 
travel demand reduction and oper-
ational management strategies and 
meets the requirements of 23 CFR part 
500. 

(d) The effectiveness of the manage-
ment systems in enhancing transpor-
tation investment decisions and im-
proving the overall efficiency of the 
metropolitan area’s transportation sys-
tems and facilities shall be evaluated 
periodically, preferably as part of the 
metropolitan planning process. 

[58 FR 58064, Oct. 28, 1993, as amended at 61 
FR 67175, Dec. 19, 1996]

§ 450.322 Metropolitan transportation 
planning process: Transportation 
plan. 

(a) The metropolitan transportation 
planning process shall include the de-
velopment of a transportation plan ad-
dressing at least a twenty-year plan-
ning horizon. The plan shall include 
both long-range and short-range strate-
gies/actions that lead to the develop-
ment of an integrated intermodal 
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